
Grootbos Private Nature Reserve 
Information Sheet 

 
Unique Selling Points: 
1) Two intimate & EXCLUSIVE 5-STAR LODGES on a Private Nature Reserve (2500 hectares).  
 
2) Known for its INCREDIBLE CUISINE (especially seafood) and selection of good wines. 
 
3) Situated in the heart of the Cape Floral Kingdom – the smallest, but richest of the SIX FLORAL 
KINGDOMS in the world. Includes 9000 different species of which 750 are found in Grootbos. Known as 
‘fynbos’ because of the fine leave structure. Includes heath, Restios, Ericas and Proteas. 
 
4) Premier marine & flora destination. Only Lodge in South Africa with the MARINE BIG5 (Whales, 
White Sharks, Penguins, Seals and Dolphins). 
 
5) Large FREESTANDING SUITES are set amongst indigenous gardens with stunning views of the 
famous Walker Bay. Suites come with own living rooms and private balconies/decks. 
 
6) Full Board price includes guided nature & whale watching activities (except boat trips, scenic flights, 
spa treatments and horse riding). 
 
7) OWNER RUN with passion, dedication and attention to every client. 
 
Location: 
Grootbos is situated on a private nature reserve overlooking Walker Bay. Situated about 50 km east of 
Hermanus and less than a 2-hour drive from Cape Town. Access to Grootbos is by tar road. 
 
Accommodation: 
-  Grootbos is home to two exclusive 5 star sanctuaries – Garden Lodge and Forest Lodge as well as an 

exclusive Villa. 
-  Each free-standing suite is set in tranquil surroundings and comprises lounge with fireplace, 

bedroom(s), en suite bathroom and wooden deck with spectacular ocean views. 
-  All rooms are equipped with extra length beds, 100% down duvets and cotton bedding, heated 

blankets in winter, a safe for valuables, tea & coffee station & well-stocked mini-bar. 
- Bathrooms complete with under floor heating, double washbasins, double showers and/or baths, 

heated towel rails & hair dryers. 
 
Garden Lodge: 
-  Garden Lodge with its tranquil gardens, meandering walkways and charming ponds has a more 

homely atmosphere with traditional decoration. The lodge is perfect for families. 
-  11 spacious luxury suites 
 - 2x Two-Bedroom Luxury Suites, 3x One-Bedroom Classic Suites, 6x One-Bedroom Luxury Suites 

– all with sleeper beds 
-  Garden Lodge accepts children of all ages 
-  Last renovation: July 2011 
-        All suites with DSTV, DVD player and telephone 
 
Forest Lodge: 
-  The design at Forest Lodge is sophisticated and contemporary. Decorated with clear lines, large 

windows, rich textures and warm colors, the Lodge is perfect for honeymooners and nature lovers. 
-  Forest Lodge re-opened in October 2006 
-  16 stylishly furnished One-Bedroom Luxury Suites 
-  Bathrooms with outdoor showers & under floor heating. 
-  All suites with DSTV, DVD player, telephone and Internet connection 
- No children under 12 



Villa @ Grootbos: 
- 2 Master-Suites with en-suite bathroom (bath, shower and outside shower) 
- 3 Luxury Bedrooms with en-suite bathroom (bath and shower) 
- 1 Luxury Bedroom with en-suite bathroom (shower only) 
- 2 Lounges with satellite TV  
- 1 fully equipped kitchen with storeroom and scullery 
- Dining Room 
- Breakfast area 
- 2 outside BBQ areas, 1 inside BBQ area 
- Outside pool 
- 1 Media Room with big screen and projector 
- 1 fully equipped office with internet access and telephone 
- Wine Cellar 
- Large outside decks 
- Own landing strip suitable for helicopters and small planes 

 
Restaurants: 
“Red Indigo” restaurant at Forest Lodge, “The Garden” restaurant at Garden Lodge: 
Six-course dinners are served in the cozy restaurants with views of the Walker bay. Breakfast buffets, light 
lunches or bistro menus are also served in the restaurants. Picnics available on request. 
All dietary requirements catered for (please note that our kitchen is neither kosher nor halaal). 
 
Lodge Facilities: 
The facilities at each lodge include a swimming pool, restaurant, lounge area with telescopes and 
binoculars, laundry service, centralized telephone, fax, e-mail and postal service.  
Garden Lodge also includes an extensive library and an ecological interpretation and research centre with 
displays, plant and animal species lists as well as the “Bloom” Beuaty Salon.  
Forest Lodge boasts a bar area and sun bleached decks with majestic vistas as well as state-of-the-art 
conference facilities and its own gallery. 
 
Activities: 
The guiding team includes botanists and nature conservationists with all round knowledge of the flora, 
marine and bird life of the region. 
 
Activities include: 
-  Guided walks and 4x4 drives through the reserve 
-  1-2 hour guided walks through the extensive Milkwood Forest. 
-  1-2 hour guided horse rides through the reserve 
-  Guided excursions to the Klipgat Cave, one of the most important archaeological sites 

in South Africa (ten minutes from Grootbos) 
-  Guided trip along the nearby coast to view the whales (June to December) 
-  Guided walks along the rocky coast, exploring the marine life in the pools 
-  Opportunities to explore sandy beaches, swim in sheltered bays and picnic on the beach 
-  Bird-watching; experience a great variety of bird species on the reserve 
 
Not-included activities: 
-  Boat-trips to Dyer Island to watch about 60.000 Cape Fur Seals, penguins, seabirds, the Great White 

Shark, dolphins and the Southern Right Whales (June to December) 
(June – Dec: Rand 900.00 per adult, Rand 550.00 per child under 12, children under 5 go for free, 
January – May: Rand 500.00 per adult, Rand 300.00 per child under 12, children under 5 go for free.) 

-  Shark cage diving, (Rand 1.350.00 per person). 
-  Scenic Flights (from R 2900.00 for a 30-minute flight – maximum of 3 passengers). 
-  Beach Horse Riding (Rand 650.00 per person). 
Rates are subject to changes without notice! 
 



Children: 
Children of all ages welcome at Garden Lodge (no children under 12 at Forest Lodge) 
* Maximum 2 children (younger than 10 years) on sleeper couch in lounge 
* Children of all ages staying in their own bedroom pay full adult rates. 
 
Children’s Program: 
Children visiting Grootbos are very important individuals, with their own ideas and desires. We understand 
this and therefore take great care to keep our little guests happy! 
At Grootbos Nature Reserve the children’s activities are not just activities – they are a combination of 
education and fun in our wonderful nature setting. Our tailor-made children’s program is about inspiring, 
educating, enthusing and exhilarating the children to make them curious of what is coming next and to 
ensure that they spend an exciting, interesting and enjoyable time with us. 
Specialized guides accompany the children during exciting treasure hunts, excursions to the beach and rock 
pools and trips through the reserve. Through the above the children get familiar with our fascinating eco-
system and the history of the area. Picture Frame or Shell Bracelet Making are great activities to inspire 
their creativity and to give them a lifelong memory to take back home. While exploring their immediate 
and natural environment they can collect shells, porcupine quills or bugs, which will be brought back to 
their own activities rooms for exciting identification. At the same time we teach the children not to destroy 
or interfere in the natural habitats that they can find everywhere. 
We cater for their physical well-being with special children’s menus as well as refreshments and snacks 
during the activities. Our special children’s turndown ends an exciting and fun filled day. Now it’s time for 
a good nights sleep so that the children are ready for the following day’s adventures. 
 
Our main children activities are: 

! Pony rides in paddock (children between 4 and 11 years old). 
! Horse riding through the reserve for kids older than 12. 
! Treasure hunt in the Milkwood Forest. 
! Half-day orienteering exercise/hike for kids over 12. 
! Cave & Beach experience (explore smaller caves, swimming, sand castle building). 
! Spot the bird/tree/flower etc. 
! Kite-flying when wind allows it. 
! DVDs on bad weather days (animations and nature documentaries). 
! Making an artistic representation of the day, using natural resources. 

 
Transfers: 
The following transfers are available on request: 
- Luxury vehicle and Micro Bus 
- Luxury coaches 12-40 seater 
- Small planes (own landing strip) 
- Helicopter (own landing pad) 
 
Community Projects: 
- Green Futures School (www.greenfutures.co.za) 
- Spaces for Sport Soccer Project 
- Faces of Need (Penguin nest Project) 
- Growing the Future 
For more information, please contact Lily on foundation@grootbos.co.za or visit 
www.grootbosfoundation.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Accolades: 
British Awards: Tourism for Tomorrow, Protected Areas and National parks. Highly 
Commended 2000. 
MTN & Western Cape Tourism: Winner – Eco – Tourism experience of the year 2001 
The Iris Darnton Award: for International Nature Conservation 2001 
AA Travel Guides: Accommodation Awards, Gold Achiever 2002 
2003 Imvelo Best Environmental Management Program Award 
2003 Imvelo Overall Winner for Responsible Tourism 
2003 Imvelo Responsible Tourism, Most Improved in one year 
2004 Responsible Tourism Award-Best protection of endangered species 
2005 Tatler Travel Guide voted as one of 101 best hotels in the world 
2006 Tatler Travel Guide voted as one of 101 best hotels in the world 
2006 Tatler Travel Guide voted as Best Family Hotel in the world 

2006 Condé Nast Traveler’s annual Green List 2006 
2007 Tatler Travel Guide voted as one of 101 best hotels in the world 
2007 Responsible Tourism Award: Best for Conservation of an Endangered Species 
2008 Tatler Travel Guide voted as one of 101 best hotels in the world 
2008 Finalist: Tourism for Tomorrow Awards 
2008 The Good Safari Guide: Best Community Property in Africa 2008 
2008 Amarula Best Retreats in Africa Award: Winner: Heart of Africa 2008 
2009 GEO Saison “Green Palm 2009” for Michael Lutzeyer 
2009 The Good Safari Guide: Best Community Safari Camp 2009 
2009 Amarula Best Retreats in Africa Award: Winner: Most innovative Retreat in Africa 2009 
2010 The Good Safari Guide: Best Ecological Safari Property in Africa 2010 
 
Check in/out times: 
Check in time: 14h00 
Check out time: 11h00 
 
Contact Details: 
Grootbos Accommodation Enterprises (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 148, 7220 Gansbaai, South Africa 
Tel: +27 (0)28-384 8000 
Fax: +27 (0)28-384 8042 
E-mail: info@grootbos.co.za 
Website: www.grootbos.com 
 
Bank Details: 
First National Bank Hermanus 
Account No. 52470024996 
Branch Code. 200412 
Swift Code. FIRNZAJJ 
 
 
Owner/Managing Directors     Michael & Tertius Lutzeyer 

michael@grootbos.co.za 
 
General Manager      Michael Lutzeyer 

michael@grootbos.co.za 
 
Deputy General Manager     Sean Ingles 
       seani@grootbos.co.za 
 
PA to Michael Lutzeyer      Florentina Heger 

florentina@grootbos.co.za 
 



Marketing/Reservations Manager    Florentina Heger 
florentina@grootbos.co.za 
reservations@grootbos.co.za 

 
Executive Chef      Duane Lewis 
       duane@grootbos.co.za 
 
Accountant      Cindy Visser 
       cindy@grootbos.co.za 
 
F&B Manager       William de Reuck 
       william@grootbos.co.za 
 
Head Guide      Kevin Jansen 
       Kevin@grootbos.co.za 
 
Director of Grootbos Foundation    Sean Privett 
       sean@grootbos.co.za 
 
Program Manager – Football Foundation   Lean Terblanche 
       lean@footballfoundation.co.za 


